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Colonial Pioneers and Organizations

This chapter is in the nature of an interlude on a more
personal theme. So far, we have surveyed the Colonial
Empire as it exists to-day, and have examined its organs
of government and the Colonial Service which is responsible
for its administration. But though the Colonial Empire, like
Topsy> undoubtedly "growed," it is not to be supposed
that it did so without active and indeed decisive human
agency. Less than any other Colonial system is it the result
of abstract Government action or policy, but rather the
creation of a succession of enterprising, far-sighted and
largely public-spirited individuals, missionaries, explorers,
administrators, soldiers, even business-men and traders,
who forced recognition and eventual support for their
pioneer endeavours upon a reluctant Home Government.
It is not possible within the brief limits of this book to
tell the story of the building of the Colonial Empire through
the labours of these pioneers, but at least some of the more
outstanding names must be recorded, with the briefest
reference to their sphere of action, so that those who may
wish to pursue this fascinating aspect of the growth of
Britain's Colonial Empire may have recourse to the tale of
their lives and exploits as recorded in the biographies and
other memoirs of which a selection is given in the Biblio-
graphy,
Moreover, as in every British field of action, voluntary